We are more than you think...
Where did you grow up?
My name is Rebecca Clark, I am from the Bundaberg Region. I grew up in Oakwood
which is in North Bundaberg, just little bit outside in the cane fields.
What school did you go to?
I went to North Bundaberg State High School, and in Year 9 I transferred to Bundaberg
State High School and I completed Year 12.
When did you know what you wanted to do?
The moment I knew what I wanted to be was much later. I discovered what I
wanted to be in a very ad-hoc way. I was pursuing what I knew/could do, what I was
passionate about which was making and creating props, puppets and costumes
with my hand. I collaborated and volunteered in lots of puppetry, circus, and theatre
services in the beginning and through this process for about six years of exploring and
experimenting, I found that I wanted to work as a costume professional.
Why did you want to do it?
Good question! Because it was really fun!
Did you have a plan?
In the beginning, no. I did not really have a plan that I wanted to work as a costume
professional but as a teenager and throughout school I was always really great at
making and creating, so this was strength of mine. I wasn’t aware while I was in school
that these skills will be so useful in the stage and screen production and that this was
a talent.
So in the beginning, no. I definitely didn’t have the plan but as I followed my passion
and what I knew I was good at, one thing lead to another. Eventually when I was about
23 years old - and after six years of working in puppetry, circus and theatre as a maker
and designer - I decided to go to University and study in more depth.
My plan was very much one thing at a time, what lead to next opportunity, meeting
new people, collaborating and volunteering. One thing lead to another and through
that process I was able to find a good fit for my skills and talent.

What was the biggest or hardest challenge you faced in getting to where you are
now? My biggest, hardest challenge was definitely financial in the beginning. Often
there is not lot of funding in the Arts. And so when I was starting out developing my
skills and figuring out my interest, it was a lot of volunteering, collaborating and profit
share. So parallel to my career as costume professional I worked in customer service.
Later on the challenge I faced was saying no. Because there is not lot of money in
arts, often you are expected to work for nothing, which is amazing in the beginning
because to get the page of that you can live comfortably on, you do need to work five
to six years to get things on your CV and gain experience to get those jobs. But there

comes a point when you have to start saying no, so that was really difficult for me.
What do you have to say to others who want to be like you?
I would like to say to people who would like to be like me - that you are useful. If you
have skills and abilities to create something from nothing and you enjoy the process
of building, designing, being creative and coming up with conceptual ideas - there is
a place for you. I felt like I found my community of people when I started to volunteer
in the performing arts. Yes, there is a place where your skill will be admired and
encouraged.
What do you wish you knew earlier?
Something I wish I knew earlier was that failure is a part of the process and that you
will never be perfect.
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Advice you want to give younger self?
Advice I would want to give my younger self would be to cherish my energy and my
excitement and enthusiasm to throw myself into the world I knew nothing about.
Doing jobs I wasn’t sure I could do but I wanted to do. Following my heart and having
that ambitious risk taking energy when I was young, was best thing to get myself
ahead in an industry that growing up I knew nothing about.
Did you ever think be where you are now?
I don’t think in any way I would have known that my journey would lead me
to having life overseas in London, UK. Working as a costume professional is beyond
anything I could imagine when living in Bundaberg.
What’s next?
So I have been overseas for almost 4 years, living in France and the UK. I have been
working in the UK as costume professional for a few years. I will be returning to
Australia at the end of 2019 and moving back to Melbourne.
I am really looking forward to getting back into my community and back into
collaborating and creating work of my own.
Why did you have to move away?
I moved away when I graduated high school. I had renovated a second hand van with
my best mate from high school. Our dreams were to just get
out and to be independent. We had the van parked outside
the graduation and as soon as we accepted our certificate,
we hugged everyone goodbye and we got in the van and
drove away. I felt really happy and excited about what was
going to come and about being Independent and living my
life. I always felt a bit like Bundaberg could not offer me the
opportunity I wanted. For what I was looking for, I needed to
move to the big city and see what was out there.
Yeah…felt great!

Watch
the video!

