We are more than you think...
Maddison Clerke
graduated with a Bachelor of International Hotel and Tourism
Management and a Bachelor of Business Management.
Hi, my name is Maddison and I am a holiday experience
specialist at the Bundaberg, Childers and Gin Gin Visitor
Information Centre. I also work in the Corporate Office
of Bundaberg Tourism assisting in administration and
marketing.
I grew up in North Bundaberg and attended Bundaberg North
State High School where I graduated from in 2012. In my
senior years of high school I became interested in studying
tourism because it sounded like an exciting industry.
Therefore, I undertook OP subjects so that I could attend
university. At the end of Year 12 I decided to have a gap year
to work and have a break from schooling. After this, I began
studying tourism at the University of Queensland while
living on campus at Grace College.
Half-way through my first year I decided to do a dual degree
so that I could also study business and marketing. In 2017 I

The biggest challenge I faced in getting to where I am now
was moving from home at 18 to study in Brisbane. I moved
because the University of Queensland offered an internal
tourism degree and focused on areas I was interested in. It
was difficult moving to a new city but I made great friends
who supported me throughout my four years.

So, the advice I would give my younger self is not to worry so
much about deciding my career at 17 because it is common
to change your mind. If you asked me back in high school
if I thought I would be where I am now, I would say no. It
was not until university that I found I had a true passion for
tourism and marketing. I also did not know I would go to
Brisbane and meet so many different people, making lifelong friends.

To those aspiring to study the same as me, or wanting
to move to study, always make sure you take time out
for yourself! It is ok to have a gap year to recharge before
studying again, to have a day off to spend time with friends
or to go home for a weekend.

From studying tourism, my love for the Bundaberg Region
grew. We are lucky to have so many attractions right on
our door step – from the Southern Great Barrier Reef to the
turtles that visit Mon Repos every year. After graduating
university I decided that the best
opportunity to gain experience was to
come back to the region I grew up in!

Looking back, I wish I knew earlier that Year 12 results do
not mean everything and everyone’s journey is different.
At university, I met people who had taken years off before
studying again and people who had studied completely
different degrees before changing. I even added on another
degree halfway through my first year.

My plan for the future is to stay in
the Bundaberg Region and continue
to grow my skills in the tourism and
marketing industry.

