
From: Catherine Chambers   
Sent: Thursday, 7 July 2022 11:16 AM 
To: BRC CEO Incoming <ceo@bundaberg.qld.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Anzac Park Memorial Pool (formerly the site of The Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths), 19 Quay 
Street, Bundaberg [650278] 
Importance: High 

Good morning Steve, 

So you have my contact details. As I mentioned on the phone earlier, could we please get a copy of the development 
approval to demolish the pool complex as soon as possible. If the approval references any drawings or documents, 
copies of these should also be provided. 

Kind regards, 

Catherine Chambers 
Director | Heritage
Environmental Policy and Programs 

Department of Environment and Science  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Level 27, 400 George Street, Brisbane Qld 4000 
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane QLD 4001 

Chat with me on Teams. 

Environmental Policy and Programs acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands, waters and seas on which we work and 
live paying respects to Elders, past, present and future. 

Heritage Branch works flexibly, accessing blended work patterns in the office and remotely. We can be contacted via phone, email or Teams. 

For enquiries about the Queensland Heritage Register: heritage@des.qld.gov.au 
To contact the Queensland Heritage Council: heritage.council@des.qld.gov.au 
To report damage to Queensland Heritage Register places: pollutionhotline@des.qld.gov.au 
For enquiries about getting approval to do development at a Queensland heritage place: palm@des.qld.gov.au 
For enquires about terrestrial archaeology and underwater cultural heritage like historic shipwrecks: archaeology@des.qld.gov.au.

From: Heritage <Heritage@des.qld.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 7 July 2022 11:11 AM 
To: ceo@bundaberg.qld.gov.au
Cc: Catherine Chambers 
Subject: Anzac Park Memorial Pool (formerly the site of The Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths), 19 Quay Street, 
Bundaberg [650278] 

Dear Mr Johnston 

Please find attached correspondence regarding the Anzac Park Memorial Pool (formerly the site of The Returned 
Soldiers’ Memorial Baths), 19 Quay Street, Bundaberg. 

Kind regards 
Jo 

Jo Ketter 
Executive Officer, Queensland Heritage Council 
Environmental Policy and Programs 
Department of Environment and Science 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Level 27, 400 George Street, Brisbane QLD 4000 
GPO Box 2454, Brisbane 4001 

Environmental Policy and Programs acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands, waters and 
seas on which we work and live paying respects to Elders, past, present and future. 

Heritage branch works flexibly, blending work time bothin the office and remotely. We can be contacted via phone, 
email or Teams. 

For enquiries about the Queensland Heritage Register: heritage@des.qld.gov.au
To contact the Queensland Heritage Council: heritage.council@des.qld.gov.au
Report damage to Queensland Heritage Register places : pollutionhotline@des.qld.gov.au
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For enquiries about getting approval to do development at a Queensland heritage place:
palm@des.qld.gov.au
For enquires about terrestrial archaeology and underwater cultural heritage like historic shipwrecks:
archaeology@des.qld.gov.au

------------------------------
The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any 
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.  
Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited, 
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business. 
If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete this 
message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network. 
------------------------------ 
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Notice of application received – 
proposing entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register
Notice given under s.38 Queensland Heritage Act 1992

Ref: HRN 650278
Mr Steve Johnston
Chief Executive Officer
Bundaberg Regional Council
e: ceo@bundaberg.qld.gov.au

Dear Mr Johnston

Anzac Park Memorial Pool (formerly the site of The Returned Soldiers’ 
Memorial Baths), 19 Quay Street, Bundaberg

On 6 July 2022 the Department of Environment and Science (the Department) received an 
application proposing entry of the Anzac Park Memorial Pool (formerly the site of The 
Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths), 19 Quay Street, Bundaberg in the Queensland 
Heritage Register (Heritage Register).

The application affects the following property:

Lot Plan
3 B158227
2 CK3719

You are receiving a copy of this application the Bundaberg Regional Council is the Trustee and 
also the local government in which this place is located.

The Department will assess the application in relation to the heritage criteria contained in s.35 
of the Queensland Heritage Act 1992 (the Act) and make a heritage recommendation to the 
Queensland Heritage Council (Heritage Council) about whether the place is of state-level 
heritage significance and therefore suitable for entry in the Heritage Register. The Heritage 
Council, an independent body then decides whether the place should be entered in the Heritage 
Register. You may choose to make a written response to the Department’s recommendation. 
More information about this is contained in the attached fact sheets.

Submission
You are invited to make a written submission responding to the application. This submission 
must address whether the place does or does not satisfy the criteria specified in the Act (s.35). 

Your submission must be received by the Department before the close of business on 8 August 
2022, and should be forwarded:

By mail - Heritage 
Department of Environment and Science
GPO Box 2454
BRISBANE QLD 4001

OR
By email - heritage@des.qld.gov.au

If you require an extension of time, please contact Senior Heritage Officer, Tyson McCulloch, 
on telephone  or before 8 August 2022. All 
submissions are given to those entitled to receive a copy of the recommendation. Unless 
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consent to release of personal information is given by submitters, personal details are redacted 
from these copies, except those given to the Heritage Council.

On 11 July 2022, this application will be advertised on the Queensland Government website 
www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/register/applications, calling for public
submissions. Interested members of the community are able to make submissions about the 
application.

Implications of heritage listing
You may have concerns about the implications of heritage listing, including undertaking work 
at your property. If you have concerns I invite you to discuss them with us. There are a number 
of tools that allow management of work in heritage places to be streamlined, including 
exemption certificates issued to permit work that has no more than a minimal detrimental impact 
on the heritage significance of a place. These are issued by the Department and there is no 
application fee. Please find enclosed a fact sheet setting out how entry in the Heritage Register 
may affect your property.

Existing development proposals, applications and approvals
The Act requires property owners to notify the Department of matters below. Please advise of:

any proposed development on the place at least 10 business days before a development
application is made;
any application for development approval on the place that has been made but not
decided under the Planning Act 2016 within 10 business days from the receipt of this
notice; and
any existing development approval on the place within 10 business days from the receipt
of this notice.

Yours sincerely 

Nicole Mulholland
Manager
Queensland Heritage Council & Heritage Register
Heritage Branch

Date: 7 July 2022

Enquiries:  
Tyson McCulloch
Senior Heritage Officer
Heritage Branch

Enclosed: 
Application made under s.36 of the Queensland Heritage Act 1992.
Fact Sheet: Queensland Heritage Register – registering a State Heritage Register
Fact Sheet: Your property has been proposed for entry as a State Heritage Place in the
Queensland Heritage Register
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Heritage

Entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register 
Use this form to apply to have a place considered for entry in the Queensland Heritage Register under the Queensland 
Heritage Act 1992.

Before completing this application form: 

read the Application Guide: Entering a State Heritage Place in the Queensland Heritage Register
available at www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/
call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and discuss this application with the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch

1. Applicant details

APPLICANT NAME/S TITLE
Mrs
Ms
Ms

ORGANISATION NAME (if applicable)

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (business hours) MOBILE

TELEPHONE (after hours) EMAIL
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5. History of the place

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

Queensland’s hot, sub-tropical climate made swimming very popular from early settlement on, 
particularly during the summer months.1 The activity was generally referred to as ‘bathing’ rather than 
swimming, and was recommended for hygienic reasons.2 In Bundaberg, a country area, rivers and 
creeks, as well as the ocean served as bathing spots. So it is easy to see why the history of 
swimming pools in Bundaberg began with ‘floating Baths’ constructed by F. Olsen in 1878 to provide 
safe swimming on the banks of the Burnett River.3 This was continued in the 1880’s, when E.W. Crow 
built public swimming baths in Tantitha Street, adjacent to Saltwater Creek. It was known as Tantitha 
Street Public Baths and was 5 feet deep and 36 feet in diameter. Mixed bathing was not allowed, with 
different times set for men and women.3 In February 1915, Bundaberg Amateur Swimming Club was 
formed, using the baths as its headquarters. Its membership of 81 men, was topped by the Ladies 
Club with 85 members. With the closure of the Tantitha Street Public Baths, the club moved to a new 
venue, an enclosure off Harriet Island. The club was forced into recess not long after, because a large 
proportion of its members enlisted for active service. After WW1, the club reformed and the Harriet 
Island enclosure was upgraded. However, in 1921, adverse conditions in the river caused a heavy 
financial loss to the owner and the Harriet Island bathing enclosure was closed.4 With the realization 
that baths should be built in a position that guarantees their availability to the public at all times and 
they be profitable to the community, the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths were built.  

The Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths were constructed on behalf of the RSSILA after the soldiers 
decided that memorial baths and club rooms should be erected as a memorial to lives lost and those 
who served in World War 1.5 The Baths, 33 yards in length, were funded by public subscription. The 
foundation stone of the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths was laid on the 25 August, 1923, by Miss 
Ethel Campbell,6 known as the “Angel of Durban”. Ethel was said to be much loved and revered by 
the Australian Troops during the First World War. From 1915 until the end of the war, she met every 
Australian troop ship arriving in Durban. She was an expert signaller and would welcome the troops 
with her semaphore flags as she stood on the wharf. When the ships left, she would farewell them 
and wish them good luck. The Returned Soldiers League (RSSILA) showed their appreciation in 1923 
with an invitation to Australia. On the 25 August, 1923, she came to Bundaberg to lay the foundation 
stone for the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths for which she received an inscribed miniature gold 
trowel as a memento of the occasion.7

The palm trees along the fence line of the Anzac Memorial Pool are a strong symbolic reference to 
fallen soldiers. Within the context of its time, palm trees were symbolically denotative of triumph, 
strong character and eternal life.8 Many countries who had been involved in The Great War later 
planted trees at intervals, in open spaces, as living memorials of war.9 These trees serve an aesthetic 
purpose of symbolic commemoration and memory and are still considered by many to be no less 
significant mortuary markers as headstones.10

The palm trees at the Anzac Memorial Pool are an aesthetic legacy of memorial intent and of 
post-war public works programmes funded by the Federal Government and dispersed through local 
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authorities with the intention of creating jobs for returned servicemen.11 With Bundaberg receiving 
£374 from Queensland's £300,000 grant, the local branch of the RSL suggested the erection of 
Memorial Baths.12 With expenditure of funds limited to labour, it was decided that the funds would be 
best spent recreating the reserve on Quay street into a park, "to be known as Anzac Park and plant 
trees in memory of the fallen soldiers."13

The baths were officially opened by the Mayor of Bundaberg Alderman WSP Gavegan on 17 
November, 1923 and consisted of a concrete pool, 100 feet by 36 feet, ranging in depth from 3 feet to 
8 feet with a diving tower and springboard. Construction was carried under the supervision of Mr Les 
Barbat. The approximate cost was £2600 which was said to include light fittings, piping, electric motor 
and pump for the purpose of pumping water from the river to fill the baths. At that time, Bundaberg 
had two memorials, the monument in Bourbong Street and the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths, 
both worthy tributes to those who enlisted in the district, and particularly to those who gave their 
lives.14

Diggers’ Sports were an important event on Queensland’s sporting calendar, and in 1923 the Diggers’ 
Sports were held in Bundaberg with the proceeds from the event contributing to reducing the debt for 
the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths and Club Rooms.15 The Baths had limited opening hours. 
They were closed for swimming until 2pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday for the purpose of 
cleaning and filling but were open for public inspections during this time. Also, ladies were allocated 
separate times for swimming.16

In the 1920’s, because of Bundaberg’s proximity to the coast and local beaches, learning to swim was 
an important part of the schools’ curriculum. The Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths was an important 
venue for learn-to-swim, diving and lifesaving skills. Royal Life Saving Society (RLSS) tests were held 
regularly at the baths,17 as were annual general meetings of the RSSILA.18

In 1937, the baths were sold by the RSSILA to the Bundaberg City Council in exchange for an 
adjoining block of land on which the new sub-branch was built.4  
By the mid-1950’s Bundaberg was booming. A huge building program modernised the thriving 
residential, business and industrial sectors, necessitating the City of Bundaberg Town Planning 
Scheme of 3 April 1954. The mayor at the time, Alderman FH Buss, is remembered for various 
improvement schemes like sewerage and water services and the beautification of the Bundaberg area 
through tree planting and the development of parks and playgrounds. A product of this boom was the 
construction of the Olympic-sized Anzac Park Memorial Pool.19 The Council decided to build a new 
pool when one of the concrete walls of the old pool collapsed on July 6, 1955.  City Engineer Mr Cliff 
Brewer reported “about 80 feet of the pool wall collapsed due to fig tree roots forcing cracks in the 
wall and floor which had not been reinforced when the pool was built 30 years ago.” 20 The project 
was Bundaberg’s first Olympic-sized pool and diving complex. 

Several war memorial public swimming pools were built in Queensland’s towns and cities after WWII. 
Prior to Bundaberg’s Anzac Memorial Pool, the Tobruk Memorial Baths in Townsville opened in 1950
and the Aramac Jubilee Pool in 1952. Hughenden Memorial Pool was opened in 1956, the same year 
as Bundaberg’s Anzac pool. Yeronga Park Memorial Swimming Pool was constructed from 
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1960-64. Mackay Memorial Swimming Centre was built in 1963.21, 22

Each pool included a standard-sized swimming pool and many included a shallow wading pool for 
children. There were separate changing rooms for men and women, some with partly open-air roofs, 
which was thought to kill germs and aid in the drying process. The grounds consisted of an open, 
landscaped site with pathways, lawns, trees and bench seating. Entrance buildings were often 
symmetrical, constructed from solid materials like brick and concrete. “In line with contemporary 
architectural trends, some buildings were designed with features such as flat or butterfly-shaped roof 
forms, selective expression of materials and structural systems, and a horizontal, streamlined 
aesthetic.” 21, 23

Designed by the City Engineer, Mr Cliff Brewer and built in 1955 on the site of the Returned Soldiers’ 
Memorial Pool, the Anzac Memorial Pool cost £20000 ($40000). The complex consisted of a 55yd six 
lane Olympic Pool with starting blocks, ranging in depth from 3 feet 6 inches to 10 feet 9 inches and a 
toddler wading pool ranging in depth from 1 foot 6 inches to 1 foot 10 inches. There was a 9ft and 3ft 
diving board on the river side of the pool. The pool was described by Olympic Squad coach Frank 
Guthrie, of Sydney, as being one of the finest in Australia for training and racing purposes.24 He had 
considered bringing his Olympic Squad to Bundaberg to train for the winter prior to the Olympic 
Games in Melbourne.25 There was also a fountain erected inside the gate and open-air change rooms 
in an L-shape at the end of the pool. These change rooms were designed by architects Cook and 
Kerrison in 1956.23

Walter James Ernest Kerrison was an inter war Brisbane architect who registered in 1929 after 
winning the Queensland Institute of Architect student gold medal in 1924. Kerrison was employed by 
Brisbane City Council from 1925 to 1936. In 1934, he was loaned to Maryborough City Council. 
“Substantial additions were made to the Town Hall to the design of Brisbane City Council architect, 
Walter Kerrison. These additions included the erection of a clock tower, the construction of a fly tower 
and the widening and lengthening of the verandas flanking the auditorium.” 26

In 1939 he formed a partnership with Harold Morton Cook, practising as Cook and Kerrison.  
“Mr W.J.E Kerrison, of Messrs. Cook and Kerrison, was an important church architect in the inter-war 
and post war period, and responsible for a considerable number of church and other buildings for the 
Methodist church.” 27 These included the Heritage Listed former Methodist Churches at Ashgrove and 
Graceville.28 Cubberla Homestead (Fig Tree Pocket, Brisbane) was designed in 1958 by Cook and 
Kerrison and sold on 5 November 2020 for $4.65 million.29

Cook and Kerrison designed the open aired changing rooms of the Bundaberg Anzac Memorial Pool 
in 1956 and designed the residence which opened in 1971.
In 1966, Cook, Kerrison and Partners adapted the Credit Union Building in Ann Street, Fortitude 
Valley for the use of new owners Royal Automobile Club of Australia.30

Such design accomplishments contributed to Cook and Kerrison’s significance in Queensland 
architecture.

The open-air changing rooms, located in two rectangular buildings, which line two sides of the 
50-metre pool in an L-shaped form, are based on a courtyard concept, articulated through a “broken
gable”. This broken gable is constructed from a series of parallel timber-framed corrugated iron
skillions that are represented on the outside walls through sculptural ‘buttresses’, adding a hint of
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‘Spanish Mission’ to an otherwise functional and modernist ensemble. As funding to construct these 
pools was often tight, architects were forced to be inventive if they wished to add a little flair to their 
design. Cook and Kerrison achieved this through embellished buttresses. The change rooms have 
concrete floors, stucco walls of cream and dark blue, open cubicles, open showers and the roof open 
to the sky. Leaving the change rooms uncovered had practical benefits. As mentioned, the open air 
was deemed to improve hygiene and drying but also contributed to the swimming experience by 
building anticipation. ‘As the swimmers methodically undressed under the open sky, exposing their 
bodies to the warm sun, they could already hear the splashing of the water in the nearby pool. This 
was a new kind of civic experience for many Queenslanders who had grown up swimming in rivers 
and creeks.23

The building housing the filtration plant built in 1969, is located at the eastern end of the 25m 
instructional pool with the river on one side and the men’s change rooms on the other. The Recorder’s 
Box is located at the deep end of the 50m pool, in front of the ladies’ change rooms, while the rotunda 
is between the toddlers’ pool and the ladies’ change rooms. The residence, also designed by 
architects Cook and Kerrison and built by Bundaberg Builders JB & LR Murchie, incorporates a ticket 
office entrance, shop and administration space and a residence for the lessee upstairs.

Anzac Park Pool is therefore significant historically as a demonstration of post-World War II affluence 
which encouraged the development of new sport and recreation facilities, including outdoor swimming 
pools.31 Post-war expenditure by governments reflected the new understanding that safe swimming 
instruction in ‘artificial’ pools should be a right rather than a luxury. In her article on the Venice 
Biennale of 2016, Hannah Lewi says the Australian exhibition, the Pool, evokes Australia’s connection 
with pools. They are not just historical, designed and ‘artificial’ sites but also public places full of 
individual memories and shared social significance. She notes that public pools can also illustrate the 
changing freedoms of women, indigenous and other racial groups to overcome various segregation 
rules and fully access the benefits of public bathing.32

In the article ‘Queensland making a splash: Memorial pools and the body politics of reconstruction’, 
Gosseye and Hampson speak of the changing social attitudes to life – ‘Glorifying the healthy, capable 
body under the sun became a way of commemorating the wounded and deceased bodies of war, as 
Queensland’s post-war memorial pools increasingly adopted a key role in building local communities. 
Enjoying one-self in a public pool, became thought of as a way to not only construct Queenslanders’ 
physical and mental fitness, but also as a civic responsibility: to commemorate those who have given 
their lives (and bodies) to preserve this quintessentially Australian way of life”.33 In the documentary, 
The Pool, it is noted that, “water is our nation’s lifeblood, where we truly celebrate our freedom and
we capture that feeling in the pool... The pool is very much part of our visual identity in this country…
The ultimate Aussie playground.” 34 We clearly see the dual purpose of commemoration and the 
coming together of community in iconic pools like Anzac Memorial Pool.

Like other pools of the time, and with the emergence of promising local swimmers such as Jann and 
Dorothy Grier and Rosemary Lassig, the Anzac Pool reflects the huge political and sporting success 
of the 1956 Olympic Games. The Games were held in Melbourne from November that year; their 
impact was seen in hundreds of towns around the nation in an explosion of interest in swimming and 
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a “pool building frenzy.”34 Anzac Memorial Pool was officially opened by Mayor FH Buss on 31 March 
1956. However, the pool was unofficially opened on 24 December 1955, to enable children to swim 
over the Christmas holidays.35

The change of name from Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths to Anzac Park Memorial Pool echoes 
the changing historical significance of the term Anzac in Australian culture. Historian Ken Inglis 
argues that “the imagery, rituals and rhetoric generated around memorials constitute a civil religion, a 
cult of ANZAC.” In his 2008 work, Sacred Places, he asks why, as Australia's wars recede in public 
and private memory, and as a once British Australia becomes multicultural, have the memorials and 
what they stand for become more cherished than ever.36

Later additions to the Anzac Park Memorial Pool complex included a 25m pool and a building to 
house the new filtration plant. These additions cost about $32 000. At that time, the filtration plant was 
one of the most modern in Queensland and served both the Olympic Pool and 25m learners’ pool. A 
plaque set in the wall of the building housing the new filtration plant was unveiled on 1 November, 
1969.37 At the close of the 1968-69 swimming season and with the change from imperial 
measurement to metric, the 55-yard pool was shortened to comply with a standard Olympic Pool now 
measuring 50 metres. The need for a residence at the pool was recognised and J.B. & L. R. Murchie,
a local builder, was engaged. The Residence was opened on 1 Feb 1971 by Mayor CJ Nielsen. 
Costing $40000, the Residence was designed by architects Cook and Kerrison, the same architects 
who designed the change rooms in 1956.38 A plaque commemorating the opening is located on the 
wall at the entrance to the pool complex. At the same time, the fountain was removed and replaced by 
a rotunda. 

Anzac Memorial Pool has a long association with the local swimming clubs: members of Bundaberg 
Amateur Swimming Club, formed in February 1915,4 had swum at the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial 
Pool, moving on to the Anzac Memorial Pool when it was constructed in 1956. The Fairymead Boys 
Swimming Club’s formation coincided with the opening of Anzac Memorial Pool in 1956.39 At a
meeting on 25 September 1957, it was decided the name of the club be changed to Fairymead
Amateur Swimming Club to allow the amalgamation of the boys and ladies clubs, however female 
members would not be accepted in the 1957-58 season.40 Both Bundaberg and Fairymead clubs 
shared the pool for training, and separate club nights were held. With the assistance of the schools, 
relay carnivals were also organized. Both clubs also travelled to various towns in Queensland for 
interclub competitions,41 as well as hosting Wide Bay Championships,42 City of Charm carnivals, the 
first being held at Anzac Memorial Pool in 1973 43 and the Napier Club from New Zealand.44. 
Friendships made at the Anzac Pool as children, still continue today.

On the 1 April, 2006, Bundaberg celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Anzac Memorial Pool with the 
“Anzac Park Pool Anniversary Bash”. The celebration featured ‘a jumping castle, free sausage sizzle 
with donations made to Legacy.’45

The link to the Anzacs continued when in April, 2020, an artwork containing thousands of handmade 
poppies collected from across the state was appropriately erected in front of the Anzac Memorial Pool 
complex. This artwork honoured the 57705 Queenslanders who enlisted in World War 1. 
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(imgs. – 9062, 9066)

Bundaberg has celebrated a number of local state and national swimming champions, many of whom 
trained at the Anzac Pool: Jann Grier46 won bronze at the Empire & Commonwealth Games in 1954. 
In 1960 Rosemary Lassig set a world breaststroke record at the Anzac Park Memorial Pool of 1:21:22 
for 110yards. She went on to win silver in the 4x100m medley relay at the 1960 Rome Olympics.47

Other Olympic and Paralympic swimmers include Michelle Pearson (1984 - bronze medal in 200m 
individual medley), Justin Lemberg (1984- bronze medal in the 400m freestyle) , Tracey Oliver (1992
– bronze medal in 50m freestyle S7, 1996 – silver medal in 50m freestyle S7), Chantel Wolfenden
OAM (2004 – gold medal in 400m freestyle S7, silver medal in 100m freestyle S7, bronze in 100m
backstroke S7, bronze in 200m Individual medley S7, bronze in 4x100m Freestyle 34 pts and bronze
in 4x100m Medley 34 pts.)48 and most recently, Isaac Cooper, who at 17 years old won bronze in the
2020 (2021) Tokyo mixed 4x100m medley relay.

In recent years, two of the local high schools have offered a Marine Studies Course as part of the 
school curriculum. Anzac Park Memorial Pool is an ideal site as the depth of 3.2m in a section of the 
pool allows students to practise their snorkelling skills prior to an excursion to nearby Lady Musgrave 
Island.

The importance of the Anzac Park Memorial Pool as a living memorial to these who served is 
recognised by its listing on Places of Pride - a National register of War Memorials,49 Monument 
Australia50 and Virtual War Memorial Australia. 51 The centenary of this site will occur on 23 August 
2023, one hundred years since the Foundation Stone of the original pool, the Returned Soldiers’ 
Memorial Pool, was laid by Miss Ethel Campbell affectionately known as ‘The Angel of Durban’.7 

The significance of the architecture of the change rooms is evident by their inclusion in the book “Hot 
Modernism – Queensland Architecture 1945-1975.23
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6. Description of the place

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION

Anzac Park Memorial Pool is located on a 4500m² site on the banks of the Burnett River, adjacent to 
the Bundaberg Services Club, Anzac Park and the central business district. The site comprises an 
open air six lane 50m Olympic Pool ranging in depth from 1.09m to 3.28m with concrete starting 
blocks at the eastern end. The 25m instructional pool has a depth ranging from 780 to 920cms. The 
pool depths are painted in black on the pool edge. The toddlers’ wading pool has a depth range of 48 
to 58cms and is covered with a shade sail. The pools are located in an attractive landscaped setting 
comprising grass surrounds and linear plantings of advanced palm trees on two sides. 

Set into the front brick wall to the right of the entrance on Quay Street are three significant plaques, 
(img 1557, 1558) The first plaque, a bronze plaque, commemorates the official opening of the Anzac 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

igh
t to

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
20

09

202222

pionsons
hterer

was a Trail blazs a Trail b
h Talentalent

3. p.p 34 – 34 – RosemRo
20013. 13. p.p 36 – 6 – Cha

ail. 2013. 2013. p.p 37 –3
64336 336 - - Places oPlac

d Soldiers’ Memoldiers’ M
rial Australia al Austral –

plungeun -intonto-the

9

Rig

ndion of the pon of th

EN DESCRIPDESC

zac Park Mac Park
the Bundabhe Bund
open airopen
blockblo
po

ed

RR

Bundaberg Regional Council RTI/0178 Page 16 of 227



Park Memorial Pool by Alderman FH Buss, M.B.E. on Saturday 31 March 1956. (img 0616). The 
second, the marble Foundation Stone for the Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Pool laid by Miss Ethel 
Campbell (The Angel of Durban) on 25 August 1923, was erected to the memory of those who fought 
in the Great War 1914-1918. (img 0984). The third plaque relates to the official opening of the 
residence by the Mayor, CJ Nielsen on 1 February 1971. (img 1556)

Architect Tomas O’Malley writes that “the complex evokes an earlier time with the spartan concrete 
pools fringed with extensive lawns and palm trees. The two-storey administration building and 
manager’s residence features many 1950s architectural motifs including breeze blocks, angled 
balcony balustrades and cream brick with teal trims. The change rooms…make up for their lack of 
creature comforts with an honest simplicity of design and construction that fits the egalitarian nature of 
the public pool.” 52 Anzac Memorial Pool is in the middle of the central business district yet it is a 
landmark space of beauty and calm. 

7. Statement of cultural heritage significance

Decide which criteria are relevant to your application and complete a response for each in the boxes below. 
Write ‘not applicable’ against the criteria that are not relevant to your application.

CRITERION A
the place is important in 
demonstrating the 
evolution or pattern of 
Queensland’s history

The Bundaberg ANZAC Park Memorial Pool (1956) is important in demonstrating 
Queensland’s involvement in major world events. In its form, fabric and layout  
it is an important example of a post-World War II utilitarian war memorial: a “living 
memorial” with a dual purpose of providing commemoration and a community 
facility.

The Anzac Memorial Pool is also important in demonstrating the pattern of 
increased popularity of competitive and recreational swimming in this period: 
memorial pool construction peaked in Queensland during the 1950s – 1960’s. 

CRITERION B
the place demonstrates 
rare, uncommon or 
endangered aspects of 
Queensland’s cultural 
heritage

N/A

CRITERION C
the place has potential to 
yield information that will 
contribute to an 
understanding of 
Queensland’s history

N/ARele
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CRITERION D
the place is important in 
demonstrating the 
principal characteristics 
of a particular class of 
cultural places

Bundaberg’s Anzac Park Memorial Pool is an intact example of a memorial 
swimming pool complex from the 1950s-60s. In its form, style and layout it is 
important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of this particular class of 
cultural place. These characteristics include: a dual role as a public asset, 
providing commemoration and a sports and recreation facility; its central location; 
50m swimming pool; wading pool and site layout which includes formal 
landscaping and lawn for recreation space.
The changing rooms retain their Hot Modernist, mid-century style, based on a 
courtyard concept articulated through a broken gable and also feature 
embellished buttresses. The separate male and female rooms are open aired with 
privacy partitions in the female version. 
The 50m and wading pools remain in their original locations and retain their form 
and materials. The restful attractive landscaped area retains its: open 
environment, concrete and timber bench seats, open lawns and rows of mature 
palms on two perimeters.
Commemorative plaques and a symmetrical layout also feature and are 
characteristic of this mid-century style of Memorial Pool Complex.

CRITERION E
the place is important 
because of its aesthetic 
significance

As an established landmark, Anzac Memorial Pool makes a significant 
contribution to the street-scape with its quintessential Queensland sub-tropical 
beauty, fringed with symbolic, commemorative palm trees and extensive lawns.
Situated on the banks of the Burnett River, it is in the middle of the central 
business district, yet it is a landmark space of beauty and calm. 

Designed by Queensland Architects Cook and Kerrison, the complex features 
many intact mid-century modern motifs including breeze blocks, angled balcony 
balustrades and cream brick with teal trims. The change rooms are of special 
aesthetic significance, being open-aired and of mid-century modernist simplicity, 
creating a powerfully warming connection to the elements and the beautiful 
Queensland climate.

CRITERION F
the place is important in 
demonstrating a high 
degree of creative or 
technical achievement at 
a particular period

N/A

CRITERION G
the place has a strong or 
special association with 
a particular community or 
cultural group for social, 
cultural or spiritual 
reasons

The Anzac Memorial Pool has a strong social and cultural association with the 
Bundaberg Community. As both a visual landmark and a living commemorative 
marker, the pool is a symbolic reference to the communities' involvement in both 
World Wars I and II.

The pool has served as a popular meeting and gathering place for individuals, 
families, community and sporting groups for generations leading to a special and 
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profound attachment to place. It has, and is, continuing to provide State 
Government's Learn to Swim classes. Following advocacy by the State Education 
Department in 1920 for Learn to Swim classes to be included in the curriculum, 
many generations of Bundaberg children have learnt to swim there.

Generations of squad team swimmers have trained at the pool and have added to 
Queensland's Olympic and Commonwealth sporting achievements. These include
celebrated Olympians Rosemary Lassig, Dorothy Grier, Michele Pearson, Justin 
Lemberg, paralympians Chantel Wolfenden and Tracey Oliver and
Commonwealth medalist Jann Grier. The pool was considered by Olympic Squad 
coach Frank Guthrie to be" one of the finest in Australia for training and racing 
purposes".

At present, there is an active community group (Bundaberg Remembers- Our 
Anzac Memorial Pool), who are fighting to save Anzac Memorial Pool. This is a 
clear indication that the pool continues to hold a deep and significant association 
in the psyche of the community.

CRITERION H
the place has a special 
association with the life 
or work of a particular 
person, group or 
organisation of 
importance in 
Queensland’s history

N/A

8. Site plan showing proposed boundary

Attach a site plan to this form. Tick to confirm: 

the site plan is drawn or sketched to scale
all significant heritage elements of the place are shown and clearly labelled in their approximate locations  
the proposed heritage boundary is shown
the cadastral (lot on plan) boundaries of the place are shown

9. Photographs

Attach photographs to this application that show the place in its current state. Number all photographs and 
complete the index table below adding more rows if needed.  

If submitting an electronic application, submit the photographs in a digital file attached with the application form.
Maximum file size for digital images attached to this form is 250kb each.   

If submitting an application in hard copy, submit the photographs as an electronic file saved onto a CD or USB 
and attach one hardcopy print out of images to this application form. 
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DATE AND TIME TAKEN

12 April 2022

16/3/22, 22/3/22, 24/3/22, 8/4/22, 
25/4/22,5/5/22,7/5/22, 9/5/22,24/4/20, 22/6/22

8 April 2022

5 April 2022

PHOTOGRAPHER

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
By law copyright of material submitted is subject to conditions set out in the copyright licence for that material.

Please enter licensing details in the metadata for each image/file requiring copyright. 

A copyright licence may be obtained free of charge from Creative Commons at www.creativecommons.org. Creative 
Commons licence ‘Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works’ is recommended. This licence 
maintains author copyright but allows others to copy and distribute work provided the author is given credit (in a way 
specified by the author) and the work is not changed in any way and is not used commercially.  

IMAGE NUMBER FILE NAME DESCRIPTION

1428

1429/1430

1431

1459

1461

1462

1463

Ladies change rooms looking N/S
Cubicles on right, showers and toilets
far end
Ladies change cubicles

Ladies change room - washbasin and
shower to right

50m pool deep end to shallow end –
E/W, part of 25m pool visible on right

50m pool, blocks 1 and 2, depth
marking on pool, seats around pool

50m pool, men’s change rooms to
right

50m pool showing blocks and men’s
change rooms to right

0511

0616

0707

0708

16/3/2022

22/3/2022

24/3/2022

24/3/2022

Grassed area between 50m pool and
residence
Plaque commemorating the opening
of 50m pool on 31 March 1956
Looking from residence across 50m
pool with men’s change rooms in
background
Covered rotunda with seating in

Category B

Category B

Category B

Category B

Cat B

Cat B
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0984

E1413

1415

1554

1555

1556

1557

1559

1560

1579

1581

1603

2065

8/4/2022

25/4/2022

25/4/2022

5/5/2022

5/5/2022

5/5/2022

5/5/2022

5/5/2022

5/5/2022

7/5/2022

7/5/2022

9/5/2022

22/6/22

foreground, Services Club in right 
background, Recorder’s Building on 
left with ladies change rooms behind
Marble Foundation Stone for the
Returned Soldiers’ Memorial Baths
laid on 25 August 1923 by Ethel
Campbell
Taken from Quay Street showing
palms in foreground, 50m pool and
seating in middle ground, filtration
Building and male change rooms in
background
Taken from Quay Street side showing
palms lining the southern fence line
and residence to the right
western end of residence

residence taken from south, Quay
Street side

Plaque commemorating opening of
the residence on 1 February 1971,
architects Cook and Kerrison, Builder
JB & LR Murchie

Brick wall to the right of pool entrance
showing 3 plaques – Anzac Pool
opening, marble Foundation Stone,
opening of residence

Looking from residence across 50m
pool showing L formation of men’s and
ladies change rooms and Recorder’s
Building to right

Recorder’s Building with timing clock

Filtration building taken from river
bank

Left – right back wall of ladies’ change
rooms, middle – end wall of men’s
changes rooms, right- back wall of
filtration Building taken from outside
East end of pool

Palms lining Southern boundary of
pool with grassed area at Western end
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2066

2075

2079

2082

9062

9066

24/4/20

24/4/20

of 50m pool, looking from Quay Street
Streetscape showing western end of
site
Streetscape showing middle section
of site
Streetscape showing residence and
pool entry taken from Eastern end
Streetscape showing residence to the
right
Streetscape looking to the east
towards the residence
Art installation erected for Anzac Day
2020 in front of Anzac Pool boundary
with palm trees visible behind. This
installation contains thousands of
handmade poppies to honour the
57705 Queenslanders who enlisted in
World War 1

0070

0075

0076

0077

0652

0944

0987

0988

– 8/4/2022 25m pool E/W, running parallel to
Burnett River, seating around pool
Men’s change rooms

Ladies’ change rooms, Recorder’s
Building to right

Western end of 25m pool with depth
marking on pool edge, river in
background

Looking from river side across 25m
and 50m pool towards the CBD

Ladies change rooms, perpendicular
to river showing seating

Looking from East to West between
50m pool and men’s change rooms

50m pool showing depth marking on
pool edge, residence to left, looking
towards Quay Street and the CBD

Category B
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10. Lodgement

All sections of this form must be completed and attachments prepared (in particular the site plan showing the 
proposed heritage boundary and photographs of the place) before an application is lodged. Incomplete 
applications cannot be accepted.

Send one copy of the completed form and attachments to:

Email: 
heritage@des.qld.gov.au

OR Post:

Applications Coordinator
Heritage Branch
Arts and Heritage
Department of Environment and Science
GPO Box 2454 
Brisbane Qld 4001

Further information

email heritage@des.qld.gov.au

call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and ask to speak to the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch

visit www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/

1766

1771

– 2 April 2022 Looking from East to West showing
50m pool on left and 25m pool on the
right

Shallow end (western) of 50m pool
showing palm lined side boundary
(quay Street) and end or western
boundary with CBD in the background.
Swimmer is Michele Pearson
(Olympian 1980, 1984) now a member
of Rum City Masters Swimming Club.

Category B
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LEGEND

Cadastral boundary 1 50 metre pool 2 25 metre pool
Proposed boundary - heritage listing 3 Wading pool 4 Men's change shed

5 Women's change shed 6 Recorder's box 7 Rotunda
8 Residence 9 Pool entry 10 Filtration room

11 Palm trees

ANZAC Park Memorial Pool, Bundaberg
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Queensland Making a Splash:Memorial pools and the body politics of reconstruction, Janina Gosseye 
and Alice Hampson. Qld Review Vol 23 Issue 2 p 181 – Attachment 1
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Bundaberg in Focus – A pictorial History from foundation to future – Bundaberg Historical Society 
and Museum – pp 10-11         Attachment 2
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Bundaberg From Pioneers to Prosperity, Neville Rackemann, 1992 – Attachment 3
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Bundaberg Mail Wed 28 March 1923 page 3 - Attachment 4
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JOHN OXLEY LIBRARY – ATTACHMENT 5

The Queensland Connection of 
Ethel Campbell: The Angel of 
Durban
By JOL Admin | 5 April 2016

Ethel C am pbell with her sem aphore flags. John Oxley  Li brary,  Neg ative N o. 193322.

Ethel Campbell with her semaphore flags. John Oxley Library, Negative No. 193322.

Ethel Campbell with her semaphore flags. John Oxley Library, Negative No. 193322.

The young lady above, with her semaphore flags, was known as the "Angel of Durban" and was loved and revered by 
Australian troops during the First World War.

Ethel Margaret Campbell, was born in Glasgow in 1886. Her father, Dr Samuel Campbell, was a native of Natal in South Africa, 
but received his degree from Edinburgh University and practiced medicine in Glasgow, Scotland.  He eventually returned to 
South Africa with his family.

During World War I his daughter, Ethel, devoted herself to the welfare of Australian and New Zealand soldiers who passed 
through Durban on their way to and from the front. From 1915 until the end of the war she met every Australian troopship 
arriving in Durban and, being an expert signaller, would welcome the troops with her semaphore flags, as she stood on the 
wharf.  When the ships left she would send them a final farewell wishing them good luck.

She also worked tirelessly at the  YMCA hut in Durban, which was known as the "Soldiers Rest", where the troops could relax, 
enjoy an inexpensive meal and be entertained by the lady volunteers.  Ethel and her parents also looked after the troops 
at their home in the Durban hills, offering hospitality to the boys far from home.  In 1919 Ethel was awarded an MBE (Member 
of the Order of the British Empire) in recognition of her war work.
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Vol unteers at the YMCA hut, D urban, during W orld W ar I . M asterton Dis trict Libr ary and Archive, Record No. 525639.

Volunteers at the YMCA hut, Durban, during World War I. Masterton District Library and Archive, Record No. 525639.

Volunteers at the YMCA hut, Durban, during World War I. Masterton District Library and Archive, Record No. 525639.

Ethel was also a gifted poet and wrote many verses about the Australian troops she admired so much. These poems were 
published in newspapers and as compilations of her work.  Several of her publications are held in the John Oxley Library 
including When the Diggers touched at Durban 1915-1920 and A Passing Cheer!: COO.EE!-Love to all my Digger Pals".
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Campbell, Ethel " A Passing C heer" p. 2-3.

Campbell, Ethel "A Passing Cheer" p. 2-3.

Campbell, Ethel "A Passing Cheer" p. 2-3.
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Campbell, Ethel, " A Passing C heer!" , p. 8.

Campbell, Ethel, "A Passing Cheer!", p. 8.

Campbell, Ethel, "A Passing Cheer!", p. 8.

In 1923 Ethel, with her parents, made a tour of Australia where she was feted at receptions across the country which were 
organised by the Returned Services League.

The Campbell family's visit to Queensland, however, had a special significance. Dr Campbell's sister, and aunt of Ethel, Marie 
Campbell who was born in Natal, was married to Sir Alfred Sandlings Cowley, who had been a Queensland politician and a 
sugar planter in North Queensland. During the war he was chairman and administrator of the Queensland Patriotic Fund.
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Sir Alfr ed Sandlings  Cowl ey. John Oxl ey Li brary,  Negative No. 16807.

Sir Alfred Sandlings Cowley. John Oxley Library, Negative No. 16807.

Sir Alfred Sandlings Cowley. John Oxley Library, Negative No. 16807.

Lady Cowley, nee Marie Campbell, was the founder and president of the Queensland Soldiers' Comforts Fund.  In 1920 she 
was appointed OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire) for her patriotic and fundraising efforts during World War I.
Ethel and her parents stayed with the Cowleys at their home, Silky Oaks, in Toowong, Brisbane, during their stay.

Silky Oaks , T oow ong, Brisbane. Photograph fr om: http: //www.silkyoaks.org.au/our-comm unity/our-his tory /

Silky Oaks, Toowong, Brisbane. Photograph from: http://www.silkyoaks.org.au/our-community/our-history/

Silky Oaks, Toowong, Brisbane. Photograph from: http://www.silkyoaks.org.au/our-community/our-history/

The John Oxley Library holds a presentation address, featuring flowers embroidered on silk, which was presented to Lady 
Cowley in 1919 by the Queensland Soldiers' Comforts Fund, in appreciation of her war work.
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Presentation Address to M arie C owl ey, John Oxl ey Li brary, Acc : 10004.

Presentation Address to Marie Cowley, John Oxley Library, Acc: 10004.

Presentation Address to Marie Cowley, John Oxley Library, Acc: 10004.

John Oxl ey Libr ary, Acc: 10004.

John Oxley Library, Acc: 10004.

John Oxley Library, Acc: 10004.

In honour of her Australian tour Ethel wrote the poem To Aussie Land. A hand-written and signed copy is held in the John 
Oxley Library, (OM 80-52).
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ethel cam pbell to aussie land 2

Sadly, with the advent of World War Two, Ethel was again called to duty with her semaphore flags as she welcomed the 
diggers of the second A.I.F to Durban.   When she suffered a nervous breakdown in 1944 she moved, for health reasons, from 
Durban to Hilton, which was about 70 miles away.  Not to be deterred, many soldiers found their way to her new home which 
she called "Little Australia", and which was filled with the gifts she had received from grateful soldiers. She had a two-up tower 
erected in the garden for the amusement of her Australian friends.

Ethel died in April 1954 and was mourned throughout Australia, but especially by the diggers she had served so tirelessly 
and faithfully during the dark years of war.

Lynn Meyers, QANZAC100 Content Curator
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State Library of Queensland - John Oxley Library - Bundaberg’s Memorials – Attachment 6
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Bundaberg Mail Sat 25 August 1923 page 5 – Attachment 7
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Bundaberg Mail 25 August 1923 page 4 – Attachment  8
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Bundaberg Mail Mon 27 August 1923 page 3 – Attachment 9
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Bundaberg Mail 19 November 1923 page 7 – Attachment  11
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Bundaberg Mail Sat 22 Dec 1923 – Page 2 – Attachment  12
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Bundaberg Mail Wed 1 October 1924 page 4 – Attactment 13
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Bundaberg Mail Sat 22 November 1924 page 3 – Attachment 14
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Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Mon 8 Feb 1932 page 4 – Attachment 15
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Godwin, Sandra & Cavander, Letea (eds). 2009. Bundaberg in Print: 110 Years of News, 
Bundaberg Newspaper Company, Bundaberg.

p115 – (Year 1955) Attachment 16
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Bundaberg News Mail Friday 27 April 1956 page 5 – Attachment 17

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

igh
t to

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
20

09

Bundaberg Regional Council RTI/0178 Page 48 of 227



Queensland Herald Thurs 26 April 1956 – Page 9 – Attachment 18
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Hot Modernism – Queensland Architecture 1945 – 1975 pages 254 – 255 – Attachment 19
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Queensland Making a Splash :Memorial Pools and the body politics of reconstruction – Gosseye and 
Hampson. Qld Review Vol23 – Issue 2 p 192 – Attachment 20
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Bundaberg News mail Tues 13 December 1955 page 2 – Attachment  21 
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Bundaberg News Mail Mon 3 November 1969 page 4 – Attachment 22
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Bundaberg News Mail Tues 2 February 1971 page 12 – Attachment  23

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

igh
t to

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
20

09

Bundaberg Regional Council RTI/0178 Page 54 of 227



Fairymead Swimming Club – The First 50 years – Eric Cullen – p. 3 – Attachment 24
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Fairymead Swimming Club – The First 50 Years – p.13 – Attachment 25
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Fairymead Swim Club – The First 50 years – p. 8
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Fairymead Swimming Club – The First 50 Years – p. 132 – Attachment 28
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Fairymead Swimming Club – The First 50 Years – p.50 – Attachment 29
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www.bundabergnow – Community celebrates 50 years of Anzac Pool – 14 June 2022 – Attachment 30
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Cairns Post Sat 30 January 1954 page 1 – Attachment  31
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The Herald 9 Melbourne) Wed 24 February 1954 page 17 – Attachment 32

A FAMILY of CHAMPIONS

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r R

igh
t to

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
20

09

Bundaberg Regional Council RTI/0178 Page 63 of 227



The Sun (Sydney) Wed 10 March 1954 page 47 – Attachment 33
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Bundaberg Olympian was a trail blazer                      Attachment 34
BUNDABERG has lost one of it's sporting greats with Olympic silver medalist Rosemary Lluka (nee Lassig) passing away in 
Sydney.
2 min read
Bundaberg News Mail - November 10, 2017 - 4:36PM

BUNDABERG has lost one of its sporting greats with Olympic silver medalist Rosemary Lluka (nee Lassig) passing away in Sydney after 
complications caused by Alzheimer's disease.

Rosemary Lassig was born on August 10,1941, and passed away peacefully in Sydney on November 1.

The red-head beauty was born and raised in Bundaberg.

The daughter of Fred and Linda Lassig, she began her swimming career at eight to manage her asthma.

Her talent was spotted while attending Bundaberg South Primary School and her skills progressed at the Fairymead Swim Club, training at 
the Anzac Pool under the tutelage of her coach Tom McIntyre.

Mr McIntyre went on to coach her at the 1960 Rome Olympics.

They weren't easy days in the pool either, when Bundaberg Memorial Baths closed for major maintenance, Rosemary's swimming squad had 
to train in the Elliot River.

Rosemary represented Bundaberg for seven consecutive years from 1954 to 1960 at the state titles and Queensland for five years at the 
national titles (1956 to 1960).

Along the way she broke an amazing 14 state and nine national records across multiple disciplines.

She became the first Queensland woman to hold a world swimming record by breaking the 110 yards breaststroke record in 1960 with a 
time of 1.21.22. in the Bundaberg Olympic Pool.

Her breaststroke kick was so powerful that at one time, prior to the Australian trials, a protest was made against her leg action which was 
eventually cleared.

She then went on to set a second world record the same year in the 4 x 110 yards medley relay at the Australian Olympic teams pre-games 
training camp in Townsville.

The pinnacle of her career was a silver medal in the inaugural 4x 100M medley relay at the Rome Olympics.

Alongside teammates Dawn Fraser, Marilyn Wilson and Jan Andrew, Rosemary accepted her medal.

Unfortunately in 1960 the Olympic calendar only had five events for women.

Rosemary's pet event, the 110 yards individual breaststroke, was not an Olympic event until 1964.

Rosemary's family said she was always proud of her Bundaberg heritage and had a passion to remain physically active throughout her life.

She was an avid tennis player in Sydney and a keen snow skier in Australia and overseas.

In 2000 she was a torch bearer at the Sydney Olympic Games.

Rosemary's son Guy Lluka said his mother was the most successful Bundaberg athlete of any sporting discipline at a summer or winter 
Olympics since 1896.

Rosemary is survived by her two children Trudy and Guy Lluka, grandson Max as well as cherished sister to Keith and Margaret Lassig, 
Ray and Valerie (dec'd) Lassig, Bill Lassig and loved aunt of their respective families.Rele
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Bundaberg Today 23 July 2021 – Attachment 35

Rosemary paves the way with talent
23/07/2021

Rosemary Lassig Lluka was well known for her powerful 
breaststroke.
Paving the way for talented swimmers after her, Bundaberg was put on the sporting map with the help of Olympic 
silver medallist Rosemary Lassig Lluka.

Rosemary’s name is proudly displayed on the Sydney Olympic Park Path of Champions highlighting not only her 
Olympic medal win, but also world record set during Olympic training.

Born on 10 August 1941 in Bundaberg, Rosemary peacefully passed away in Sydney in 2017 at the age of 76.

The daughter of Fred and Linda Lassig, Rosemary was born and raised in Bundaberg and began her swimming career 
at age 8 to manage her asthma.

Her talent was spotted while attending Bundaberg South Primary School and her skills progressed at the Fairymead 
Swim Club, training at the Anzac Pool under the tutelage of coach Tom McIntyre.

Tom went on to coach her at the 1960 Rome Olympics and they weren’t easy days in the pool. When Bundaberg 
Memorial Baths closed for major maintenance, Rosemary’s swimming squad had to train in the Elliot River.

It is understandable why Rosemary was chosen as part of the 1960 Rome Olympics considering she was a member of 
the four x 100 yards medley relay team, which set a world record during Olympic training in Townsville a month prior 
to the games.

On a separate front she also continued to set the standards by setting an individual world record for the 110 yards 
breaststroke in 1960 at the Bundaberg pool in the lead-up to the Rome Olympic Games.

Unfortunately Rosemary’s favourite 110 yards/100m breaststroke event was not included on the Olympic program for 
women until 1964.

Rosemary also won her 200m heat but failed to qualify for the 200m final.

At the 1960 Rome Olympics, Rosemary was part of a stand-out team, winning a silver Olympic medal in the 4 x 100m 
medley relay.

She swam the breaststroke leg while Dawn Fraser swam freestyle, with Jan Andrew butterfly and Marilyn Wilson 
backstroke.
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Lassig was undefeated in the 100m and 200m breaststroke at the Australian Championships between 1958 and 1960,
setting multiple Australian records in breaststroke events with a recognisably powerful kick.

She retired from the competitive swimming scene but Rosemary stayed active in her later life as an avid tennis player 
and skier.

She also carried the Olympic Torch during the torch relay before the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

Rosemary’s family said she was always proud of her Bundaberg heritage and had a passion to remain physically active 
throughout her life.

Rosemary is survived by her children Trudy and Guy Lluka, grandson Max, and was a cherished sister to Keith and 
Margaret Lassig, Ray and Valerie (deceased) Lassig, and Bill Lassig.
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Bundaberg Hall of Fame. Christina Ongley. News Mail. 2013. P 34 – Rosemary Lassig – Attachment  36 
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Bundaberg Hall of Fame. Christina Ongley. News Mail. 2013. P 35 – Chantel Wolfenden, Tracey Oliver –
Attachment 37
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Bundaberg Hall of Fame. Christina Ongley. News Mail. 2013. P 36 – Michele Pearson – Attachment 38
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Places of Pride – National Register of War Memorials – Attachment 39

http://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/264336
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Monumentaustralia.org.au – Attachment 40
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Virtual War Memorial Australia – Attachment 41

https:vwma.org.au                   
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Plunge into the history of Anzac Pool

Is there any piece of civic architecture more evocative of Summer in Australia than the municipal pool?
From the infinitely Instagrammable North Sydney Olympic Pool, to the funky modernism of Brisbane’s Centenary Pool, 
to the multitude of modest azure blue rectangles surrounded by scorching concrete scattered across the country; the 
public pool is a touchstone of what it is to be Australian.
Where else in the world is sufficiently self-deprecating to name an aquatic centre after a former Prime Minister who 
famously drowned?
Since 1923, Bundaberg has enjoyed a public pool on the banks of the Burnett River on Quay Street. Originally 
established by the RSL as the Memorial Baths, the current facility opened in 1956 as the ANZAC Pool. A staple of 
Bundaberg Summers for generations of families, it is an oasis in the heart of the city.
While aging, the complex evokes an earlier time with the spartan concrete pools fringed with extensive lawns and palm 
trees. The two-story administration building and manager’s residence features many 1950s architectural motifs including 
breeze blocks, angled balcony balustrades and cream brick with teal trims. The change rooms, open to the sky (great 
on a warm sunny day, not so on a drizzly September afternoon), make up for their lack of creature comforts with an 
honest simplicity of design and construction that fits the egalitarian nature of the public pool.
The way we use public space has changed over the years, particularly facilities like municipal pools. An increase in 
private pools for recreation means that public pools are often largely the domain of lap swimmers, or transition to quasi 
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water parks. ANZAC Pool has changed over time too. The diving boards have been removed and so has the lungfish 
that resided in a tank at the entry.
Recent announcements for redevelopment of the site signal the end of the line—or the lane rope—for ANZAC Pool. A 
new, modern aquatic centre will be built elsewhere to replace it, and ANZAC Park will be expanded and revitalised to 
provide a vibrant public space connecting the business district to the river. This may be the last Summer for a place that 
holds memories for many locals and visitors, so why not jump in to swim a few laps, soak in the history and character 
(as well as the chlorine), and grab some red frogs or a packet of Burger Rings on the way out.

Architect Tomas O’Malley designs buildings that reflect Central Queensland’s climate and lifestyle.
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